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Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association  

Tree Watch 
Issue 43 November 2019 

On 26th November, we had 7,770 trees in our database and 11,414 photographs 

Welcome to the latest issue of Tree Watch.  

Once again there have been some splendid autumn colours locally and I had planned to include some photos 

here, but Anne Booth has sent me this stunning photo taken this month of MRN 1383 in Remenham.   

Not surprisingly this English oak (Quercus robur) is one of her favourite trees.  It had a girth of 5.5m 

when measured in June 2008 and is classified as a veteran on the Ancient Tree Inventory. 

The main news this time is the decision to put an end-date on our veteran tree survey and make a concerted 

effort to record as many outstanding trees as possible over the next 18 months.  See page 5. 

The next issue of Tree Watch will be February 2020 and the copy deadline is 31st January.  If you have 

any comments or responses to anything in this issue or contributions for future issues please send them 

to: Elaine Butler - datamanager @ wdvta.org.uk 

Main items in this issue:- p9 The value of veterans 

p2 Events p9 Remarkable Trees  

p2 Tree Watching from my chair p10 Species in Focus – Common Lime 

p5 Completion of our veteran tree survey p11 Felling ash trees in Swallowfield 

p5 Veteran Tree Survey – Current Status p11 Sadly Departed 

p6 WDVTA visit to Savernake Forest p12 Verdun oaks in Reading 

p7 FAQ: epicormic & endocormic growth p12 Did you know? Recalcitrant seeds 

p8 A Favourite Tree p13 Fi Young’s Science Column 

https://wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS/record.php?mrn=1383
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Events – December 2019 - February 2020 

❖ Thursday 23rd January – 19:30 – St Paul’s Parish Rooms – An update on the threats to our 

trees - a talk by Glynn Percival.  Free car park adjacent. 

❖ A walk in Fox Hill Woods, followed by an optional pub lunch is planned for February.  Details 

will be on our website and circulated to members when finalised.  

Non-WDVTA events: 

❖ Sunday 26th January – 14:00 – Winter Tree Identification Walk led by Marcus Wheeler - 

Dinton Pastures – Reading Tree Wardens - to book a place email rtwn2011@gmail.com 

❖ Saturday 1st February – 10:30 – Trees and the Thames in Winter – a walk in Reading around 

View Island, Kings Meadow to Kennetmouth – Reading & District Natural History Society  

For up-to-date information - see the events page on our website – wdvta.org.uk/events.php 

TREE WATCHING FROM MY CHAIR  Alison Griffin 

I always reread the last edition of Tree Watch just before I start to write my 

contribution for each edition.  Do go back and read the August edition again as it had 

a wide variety of interesting articles, thank you to all the contributors.  Elaine’s 

comment at the start that 42 is the answer certainly made me smile too!  

As ever there are some updates for me to share for some of our current topics and 

my section on ‘Trees in the Media’ is very full again.  It is good to see that our shared 

interest in trees is becoming a mainstream topic. 

Autumn this year has been varied to say the least, lots of bright and 

sunny days and plenty of dull grey rainy ones too, with temperatures well 

above and well below seasonal averages.  I’ve noticed that the oak trees 

have responded very differently, some had hardly changed colour at all 

by the start of November while others were already bronze coloured 

and loosing leaves quickly.  A small ash tree in a hedge by our house was 

very late coming into leaf this Spring and remained with full green 

canopy up to a week ago, whilst a mature ash down the road was already 

bare.   

Last year I mentioned 

the liquid amber tree 

near the roundabout in Arborfield.  It was a stunning 

scarlet again this year too.  The trees planted in the new 

Peach Place square in Wokingham town centre are liquid 

ambers and in future years they should give a wonderful 

autumn display.  The trees, square and building works are 

not yet photogenic, but I did capture the photo above.  A 

few years ago, Linda Martin introduced me through Tree 

Watch to the autumn colours of the narrow-leaved ash 

trees.  I spotted some of these planted in another very 

un-photogenic setting near the Carnival carpark in 

Wokingham and the colours were very eye-catching.  I hope you have enjoyed the autumn colours too.  

Current activities 

Meetings with Borough councillors and officers. 

A few of us have had meetings with the Executive Council member for the Environment and his deputy, 

the shadow Liberal Democrat councillors who cover the Environment portfolio and several of the Borough 

council officers.  Both meetings were very useful.   

http://www.readingtreewardens.org.uk/upcomingevents.htm
http://rdnhs.org.uk/blog/?page_id=8
http://wdvta.org.uk/events.php
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There is agreement to develop and implement a Borough Tree Strategy and work has started to scope the 

project.  We have been asked to provide initial input from the parishes and towns, so I will soon be 

contacting Coordinators and Tree Wardens for help with this.  

The Borough canopy cover work that Malcolm Inglis led and wrote about in the last Tree Watch has 

sparked interest with councillors and council officers, not least the question ‘Which parish / town has the 

lowest canopy cover in the Borough?’.  A brief summary report will be published in the next few weeks and 

made available on the website. 

We gave the councillors and officers at both meetings our list of ‘Dead trees on developments’ and will be 

asking for an update on progress and plans to remedy the situation at the next meeting, scheduled for the 

end of this month.  If you are aware of this issue on any developments near you, do let me know and we 

can add it to our list. 

Network Rail vegetation management 

The news of this planned work came just in time to be 

included in the last Tree Watch.  Network Rail did 

organise an open meeting, which several members were 

able to attend, and they have been keen to listen to 

comments and issues.  They also held a site visit with us 

at both Earley station and St Paul’s churchyard in 

Wokingham.  The photo (left) shows Alison, Martin and 

Jon Stokes consulting with Claire Day, Network Rail 

project manager and team about the proposed 

management of vegetation along the railway line from 

Wokingham and Reading. They are standing in St Paul's 

churchyard which abuts the railway line.  

Jon Stokes from The Tree Council is advising Network Rail and alternative approaches (such as pollarding 

or coppicing) may be used in a few places.  Martin Haslam has been keeping in touch with the Reading Tree 

Wardens who have been active in reviewing the planned work on their section of the line.  Martin has also 

sent a letter to the local paper to inform people of the work.  Jon Stokes suggested that a regular 

photograph from the same spot over two to three years would chart the progress of the clearance work, 

the very stark result and then the gradual re-greening.  Malcolm Inglis has taken up this request and you 

can see the start of the sequence here, taken from the footbridge by St Paul’s churchyard looking in the 

Reading direction.  So far, the clearance has just been done on the southern side; the churchyard side will 

be done later in the winter.  The photos below were taken on 4th & 18th October and 14th November. 

Whilst we regret both the visual loss and the reduction in canopy, the railway embankments were not 

designed to withstand the growth of trees and railwaymen cleared the trackside regularly up to the end 

of steam trains as trees and undergrowth were fire risks. So this work is an unfortunate necessity. 

Network Rail now intends to develop a plan to schedule line vegetation management work on a more 

systematic and planned routine.   

Trees in the media 

Tree of the year 

Thanks to Brian Hunt who notified us that the annual competition winners of the national ‘Tree of the 

Year’ awards had been announced.  The English ‘Tree of the Year’ is the Allerton Oak from Calderstones 

Park in Liverpool which has a 5.5m girth (at 0.5m) and is a sessile oak.  The Scottish winner is an isolated 
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elm tree in Glen Affric that is called ‘The Last Ent of Affric’, after ‘The Lord of the Rings’ creatures.  

Wales’s winner is an old sweet chestnut tree in Pontypool and in Northern Ireland, the winner is an old 

oak tree at the entrance to an ancient wood at Rostrevor.  It was somehow left off a map in a planning 

application and has now been named ‘The Invisible Tree’!  

You can see pictures of all four trees and read about their stories on the Woodland Trust website. 

Impact of pests and diseases 

On the down side, there was a news item in September that the International Union for the Conservation 

of Nature (IUCN) has published a report assessing over 400 native European tree species.  The headline 

news is that the horse chestnut has been put onto their official ‘at risk of extinction’ list for all the 

reasons we know so well.  They also assessed that half of these 400 tree species could be lost from the 

landscape. 

There have been requests for people to report tree pests and diseases to try to slow their spread and 

if possible, treat them to save the tree.  The Forestry Commission is the best place to look for details 

and how to report anything you do see.   

On the up side, a paper has just been published which gives hope that scientists may be able to fight ash 

die-back.  Prof Richard Buggs, from the Royal Botanic Gardens Kew, has just published some research on 

genetic studies on ash trees which have been affected and ones which have not been affected by the 

ash die-back fungus.  They have identified several areas in the DNA of unaffected trees which may be 

enabling the trees to withstand the infection.  The project team hope to bring together all of the 

advantageous genetic differences into a single population of ash trees which would have a higher 

resistance than any ash trees we currently have.  These could then be used to restock the country with 

ash trees in the future.  You can read more about the work and their results and conclusions on the BBC 

News website. 

Climate change and trees in politics 

Trees are certainly regularly in the news and we now have the political parties laying out election pledges 

for the rate of tree planting they propose, if they are elected.  We have yet to talk directly with Cllr 

Gregor Murray the Borough’s executive member for Climate emergency, but hope to do so over the next 

few months, as his plans for the Borough and the role that trees should play in those plans develop and 

are communicated. 

Carbon Neutral by 2030 

Wokingham Borough Council has pledged to make the council carbon neutral by 2030.  They have a 

consultation running until the end of December, asking for residents to help with ideas for their action 

plan to reduce or off-set the council's carbon footprint as well as any other environmentally friendly 

ideas.  If you want to make any suggestions, go to their consultation page. 

Susurration 

‘Trees in the media’ usually means newspaper articles or less frequently a television programme.  This 

week there was something very different, a radio program with the glorious title of ‘The Susurration of 

Trees’.  Not a word I use often, but it’s meaning of rustling or murmuring fits well with the sound of the 

wind in trees.  This soundscape and particularly the different sounds made by different tree species 

were explored alongside readings from Thomas Hardy and John Clare.  You can listen to the programme 

on BBC Sounds, just search for ‘susurration’.  

Old maps and an aerial photograph 

In 2008 we were given a large aerial photograph of the Woosehill area just before it was developed in 

1976, so this has been in our archive for ten years and we were recently looking for a new home for it.  

Malcolm Inglis looked at the photograph and compared it with a current satellite image of the area.  In 

1976 the area was bare fields with sparse hedges and few hedge trees.  Despite the subsequent housing 

development, the current canopy cover is actually a little better, particularly along Linnett Walk and 

south of Jupiter Way and along the Emm Brook. 

This made me go back to the earliest OS maps that we have and those show possibly more extensive 

woodland around Fox Hill and Round Hill, but similar sparse trees across the Woosehill area.  I recently 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/tree-of-the-year
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-50420207
https://www.wokingham.gov.uk/news-and-consultation/consultation-and-having-your-say/current-consultations/?entryid206=498317
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000b6sm
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discovered an on-line map from the 1850s for Berkshire and the Windsor Forest which you may find 

interesting to explore.  

This reminded me of another map website that you also may like to look at.  This one has a slider towards 

the bottom of the information/selection window on the left-hand side.  As you move the slider, a satellite 

image overlays the 1880s OS map.  This is a very useful feature for looking at how local landscapes have 

changed. 
 

    COMPLETION OF OUR VETERAN TREE SURVEY Alison Griffin 

When the veteran tree survey started twelve years ago it was intended to be a snapshot of our veteran 

and notable trees.  Since then we have added information to update the database when trees are lost 

through felling or natural loss, and set up a separate inventory of commemorative and other non-veterans 

and of course taken on tree warden activities. 

Elaine has raised the suggestion that we should set a target date to complete as much of the survey as 

possible and this proposal has been discussed and agreed in both the recent Committee and Tree Forum 

meetings.  The survey end date will be the AGM in 2021. 

We will focus efforts on the parishes and towns that have already surveyed much of their area and so 

are close to completion.  Each parish/town will organise the survey areas that have not been finished and 

we have suggested the idea of ‘blitz days’ when as many members as possible will join in to help.  Plans 

will be developed over the winter and we will publicise dates, parishes and venues for meeting through 

Tree Watch and on the website over the next 18 months. 

If you were an active surveyor in the past or a new member who would like to learn how we survey (or are 

somewhere between those two options) we hope that you will come along to some of the Blitz days and 

help us complete as much of the whole borough as we can by our survey end date. 

THE VETERAN TREE SURVEY – CURRENT STATUS 

There are 17 towns/parishes in Wokingham Borough.  The survey has been completed in six of these: 

Barkham, Earley Town, Ruscombe, Shinfield, Twyford and Wokingham Town. 

We do not currently have coordinators in Remenham, Sonning or Swallowfield, although the previous 

coordinators in both Remenham and Sonning have recorded many trees there and the surveys may well be 

complete, but just lacking photos and confirmation of completion.  For some unknown reason we have failed 

to attract surveyors in Swallowfield, in spite of that parish having many lovely trees.  One councillor 

commented “We have too many trees in Swallowfield to survey them all.”  The trees recorded in 

Swallowfield have been done ad-hoc (including those in the churchyard) or by the Dinton volunteer group.  

The latter has recorded trees in Swallowfield Park, but did not complete the survey when permission was 

withdrawn because of pheasant shooting! 

Of the other parishes, we have four specific areas in Winnersh and one in Wargrave, where we’d like help 

with surveying.  If you’d like to help with these, please let me know. 
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https://mapco.net/windsor1856/windsor1856.htm
https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/#zoom=16&lat=51.4101&lon=-0.8624&layers=6&b=1
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We hope to finish the survey in Arborfield & Newland, Charvil, Winnersh, Wargrave and Wokingham 

Without; but are unlikely to do so in Finchampstead and perhaps Hurst.  Do let me know if you’d like to 

help complete our survey in any of these parishes. 

When the decision to set an end-date for the completion of the survey was agreed, Derek Oxbrough 

stepped forward and offered to help complete the survey wherever needed.  (He’s a Barkham recorder 

and the survey has been completed there.)  In the last month, mostly with the help of one of our new 

members, Kathy Maskell, he has recorded 67 trees, with 128 photos, in the Simons Lane area of Winnersh 

– and he hasn’t finished yet.  Also, as part of the effort to complete the survey, we’ve added 15 more trees 

in Arborfield, 26 in Wargrave and 8 in Finchampstead.  That’s 116 new trees, with 206 photos added this 

month. 

We’ve added 137 trees since the last issue in May, and so the 116 added this month is a very promising 

start to our drive to complete the survey. 
 

WDVTA VISIT TO SAVERNAKE FOREST Martin Haslam 

On a late August day with a distinct Autumn feel, twenty-eight WDVTA members visited Savernake 

Forest.  We met our guide, Tom Blythe, at the Postern Hill entrance in a carpark already filling with 

visitors.  Tom, one of three rangers managing the Forest, introduced us to the history of Savernake. The 

only privately-owned forest in Britain, it is owned by the Earl of Cardigan.  Since 1939 it has been managed 

by the Forestry Commission on a 999-year lease.  The royal hunting forest dates to the 12th century.  In 

the 17th and 18th centuries gradual changes were made to the original deer park as areas of the forest 

were cleared for agriculture.  Further change to the forest appearance and usage followed when the then 

owner (Lord Thomas Bruce) commissioned ‘Capability’ Brown to re-landscape the Forest.  Brown created a 

pattern of formal rides through the Forest and several large beech avenues, the Grand Avenue being the 

largest tree lined avenue in Britain.  The Second World War saw a lot of new activity in the Forest (now 

managed by the Forestry Commission).  More woodland was cleared for agriculture.  Timber was extracted 

for ‘materiel’.  American forces based in the area laid tarmac tracks.  These have now weathered 

sufficiently to merge into the forest habitat. 

The Forest, a SSSI, comprises over 7000 mainly broad-leafed trees in a mixture of standards and 

coppices, and open areas of grass and shrub crisscrossed with a pattern of avenues.  Oak, Beech, Ash and 

Sweet Chestnut are the dominant species.  It is said to hold a greater concentration of veteran trees than 

anywhere in Europe.  There are many plant and lichen indicators of its ancient woodland status. 
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Tom described some of the ways that the woodland and the trees are managed, particularly ‘haloing’ and 

the retrenching of ancient oaks.  ‘Haloing’ is the practice of clearing the area surrounding an ancient tree.  

As new trees and shrubs grow taller, they deprive the ancient oak, whose canopy may be stag-horned, 

thinned and lowered, of daylight.  Removing the surrounding vegetation allows more light to reach the 

ancient tree. This is a continuing process and needs to be finely judged - too great and sudden exposure 

to light can stress an ageing tree.  Retrenching is the act of pruning the crown of a declining tree (in 

mimicry of the natural process of limb shedding) to bolster the strength and stability of the tree.  Done 

correctly retrenchment should leave enough foliage to maintain tree health and should stimulate 

endocormic growth.  Grazing White Park cattle have fairly recently been introduced into the Forest to 

help maintain a suitable habitat in the open areas of the Forest. 

Standing under the ‘Cathedral Oak’ (photo above) - a 1000 year old ancient oak, possibly the second oldest 

in Britain - Tom explained a little about the variety and management of the oaks in the Forest.  Many of 

the oaks are hybrids between 

sessile and pedunculate species.  

Pollarding has been employed 

over the centuries.  The Forest 

contains several ‘saddle oaks’ - 

oaks on which boughs developing 

after pollarding have been 

encouraged, by weighting them, 

to grow laterally into a saddle 

shape.  Such curved boughs 

become ideal timber for curved 

building beams.  It is a feature 

of the Forest that many of the 

individual oak trees are named 

and indicated by name signs.  As 

well as ‘Saddle Oaks I & II’ the 

names include ‘Green-Fluted 

Oak’, ‘Creeping Oak’, ‘Duke’s Vaunt Oak’ and ‘Cluster Oak’ (a sub-species of pedunculate oak).  Sadly, we 

had time to admire only ‘Old Paunchy’ (photo above), a Falstaffian ancient, before Tom left us.  This brief 

introduction to the Forest will have enthused many of us to return and explore more fully this ancient 

living and historical wood.  That was one of the things that those who stayed for lunch at the long pine 

table in ‘The Roebuck’ were all agreed on. 

FAQ: What is the difference between epicormic and endocormic growth? 

Epicormic (twiggy) growth is adventitious growth from dormant internodal buds beneath the bark, and 

occurs in response to pruning (including topping) and other types of damage.  It is also characteristic of 

certain species, such as Common Lime. 

Endocormic growth (often referred to as internal roots) is development from 

dormant sub-apical buds.  In contrast to epicormic growth, such shoots are well 

attached, with buttressing at their base.  They develop during natural 

retrenchment and after crown reduction. 

Epicormic shoots are weakly attached, but can develop into sturdy shoots, which 

are structurally more robust and then considered as endocormic shoots.  This 

confusion between origin and structure has led some authorities to dispute the 

distinction between the two terms.  The term “endocormic” was first used (by 

Cassian Humphreys in 2008) to distinguish between generally weak and more 

robust secondary growth seen in trees that survived storm damage in Australia. 

The photo shows endocormic growth within a hollowing oak trunk in Prospect Park. 

http://www.naturaculture.com.au/sites/naturaculture.sites.go1.com.au/files/ETS%20Energex%20Nov%2016th%2008%20Gap%20Storm%20Report%20-%20As%20Australian%20Arbor%20Age%20Article.pdf
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MY FAVOURITE TREE Fi Young 

My favourite tree is Acer griseum, the Paperbark maple.  A 

deciduous tree, it originates from the Sichuan Province of 

China and was discovered by Père Paul Guillaume Fargas 

around 1894.  It was introduced to the U.K. by Ernest Wilson 

in 1901. 

I love this tree because it has many 

fantastic features, for which it has 

a RHS Award of Garden Merit. 

It has dissected trifoliate leaves 

(not the usual maple palmate), 

opening green but turning a lovely red-scarlet colour in 

autumn - the whole tree looks like a red firework!  But my 

favourite feature has to be the smooth red bark which peels 

(from three years of age) revealing a cinnamon coloured 

under bark.  Unfortunately it is classified by the IUCN Red 

List of Threatened Species as endangered. 

Where to see this tree: 

• The Harris Garden, Whiteknights Campus, University of 

Reading has a small specimen not far from the entrance 

on the right-hand side of the path; 

• Royal Botanic Gardens Kew has a magnificent 

specimen.  It’s located behind the Princess of 

Wales Conservatory, walk left and it’s on the 

right-hand side of the path. 

Brief description 

• Habit: tree or shrub; 

• Height: up to 12 m (40 ft) 

• Canopy spread: 5-8 m (15-25 ft) 

• Will survive cold winters (to -30 ºC) 

• Insignificant yellow flowers in April-May 

• Notoriously difficult to propagate by seed as 

viability is 1-10%; so purchasing a small sapling is 

expensive at around £50. 
  

https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/trials-awards/award-of-garden-merit
https://www.iucnredlist.org/search?query=acer%20griseum&searchType=species
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IN DEFENCE OF VETERAN TREES 

It’s very gratifying to see veteran trees being prompted by people outside 

of the usual tree community.  In the October/November issue of ‘Current 

World Archaeology’, Chris Catling queried the proposal to use veteran 

oaks felled for the specific purpose of using the timber in the 

reconstruction of Notre Dame Cathedral and the use of similar timber in 

buildings over twelve storeys in Canada.  Veteran trees are in demand to 

meet these requirements, but, he argues, surely the use of cross-laminate 

timber (CLT), in which smaller pieces of timber are glued together to form 

sturdy beams, is preferably to the use of felled veteran trees.  Such 

material has been used in Tokyo to construct 70-storey wood skyscrapers.  

Chris concluded his article by saying “as William Morris might have said - 

use modern material for new construction, rather than imitating the past”. 

PROTECTED TREES 

In October, a court ruling specified that a developer had felled an ancient 

tree to facilitate their housing development.  The developer, Fiorenzo 

Sauro and Enzo Homes Ltd, were found guilty at Swansea Magistrates 

Court of contravening tree preservation regulations in a case brought by 

Swansea Council.  They had chopped down (amongst others) a 200yr old 

Wellingtonia in ‘deliberate and defiant’ breach of a tree preservation 

order.  What is particularly interesting is that in the judgement a value 

of £249,043 was put on the Wellingtonia.  In his published sentencing 

remarks the judge stated: “Amongst the objectives relevant here are 

punishment, deterrence and the removal of gain.” 

REMARKABLE TREES 

Gordon Veitch sent this photo of the Selborne Yew.  Once towering over 

St Mary’s Church, it was blown down in the January storm of 1990.  

Although the trunk was hollow, a complete section was taken from the 

largest bough and from 

that its age is estimated 

as 1400 years.  That 

means it could have 

begun life towards the 

end of the sixth century.  

Cyneglis, the king of the 

Saxons, was converted 

to Christianity in AD 635.  

Perhaps the yew was 

already the centre of a 

pagan cult and the 

Christians decided to 

build their church on the 

site, or perhaps the 

earliest Christians built 

their church here and 

planted the yew as a 

symbol of immortality. 

Veteran Tree 
Survey snapshot 

Limes 

331 
trees in our database 

3rd 
most common tree 

recorded  

(after oak & ash) 

2 
parishes haven’t 

recorded any 

(Ruscombe & Twyford) 

8m 
largest recorded 

MRN 6479 

83% 
maidens 

6.6m 
largest maiden 

MRN 6203 

3 
species identified: 

Common (157) 

Large-leaved (3) 

Small-leaved (4) 

167 
recorded as “Lime” 

25% 
recorded with 

“epicormic growth” 

“Limes grace many of our roads and parks, thanks to them being fashionable about 150 years ago.” 

Adrian Lawson & Geoff Sawers (2017) “The Shady Side of Town: Reading’s Trees”  

http://swanseafoe.org.uk/enzo-homes-sentencing.pdf
http://swanseafoe.org.uk/enzo-homes-sentencing.pdf
https://wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS/record.php?mrn=6479
https://wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS/record.php?mrn=6203
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SPECIES IN FOCUS – COMMON LIME  (TILIA X EUROPAEA) 
14 miscellaneous facts about the Common Lime 

1. The Common Lime is a natural hybrid between small-leaved and large-

leaved limes (Tilia cordata x Tilia platyphyllos).  It was probably 

introduced into the UK a long time ago, but is possibly native. 

2. Limes are also known as Lindens or Basswood.   

3. It is not related to the lime fruit tree, a species of the Citrus genus. 

4. The distinctive feature of Common Limes is the presence of burrs and 

epicormic growth at its base, not seen in either of its parent species; 

and described as “densely sprout-infested at the base” or “brushwood”. 

5. Photos left: the largest maiden lime in our database – MRN 6203 in 

Swallowfield Park (girth=6.63 at 0.5m below the sprouting) and a lime on 

the University campus.  It can be difficult to measure these trees! 

6. Lime trees are often used in avenues.  We have our own double lime 

avenue in Barkham, planted by John Walter III in 1885/6.  Each of the 

4 rows of trees has 20 trees about 8m apart (photo right: east side).  

7. The two-mile long double lime avenue at Cumber Park in Nottingshire, 

the longest in Europe, has 1,296 trees and was planted in 1838.  

8. Frequently used as a street tree, often pollarded, but probably the 

“least suitable tree”, not only because of its epicormic growth, but 

because it often hosts heavy aphid populations resulting in honeydew 

deposits on everything underneath the trees. 

9. They are hermaphrodite (male and female reproductive parts within one 

flower) and insect pollinated. 

10. Frequently found in mythology as symbols of fertility, liberty and 

protection; they are considered sacred trees in many European cultures, especially in Poland, where many 

villages are named after them. 

11. Lime wood is soft, light and doesn’t warp, but doesn’t weather well.  It’s easy to work and often used in 

wood turning, carving, for furniture, sounding boards and piano keys.  The Vikings and Germanic tribes 

used it for making shields and it was the material of choice for the Dutch wood carver Grinling Gibbons. 

12. Lime pollen/nectar is considered as both a great resource for bees and toxic to them!  Dead and dying 

bees are frequently found beneath lime trees (but especially the silver lime, Tilia tomentosa).  No toxins 

have been found in lime nectar, but it does contain caffeine, which may trick the bees into returning to 

trees with a depleted food source.  

13. The flowers, leaves and wood have been used for a wide range of medicinal purposes and recent evidence 

suggests the flowers may help prevent liver damage.  Lime tea was used during the war as a mild sedative.  

14. Hot summers are needed for good flower production and viable pollen.  

Above: the double lime avenue at Clumber Park and (right) the single lime avenue at Kingston Lacy. 

  

https://wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS/record.php?mrn=6203
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/clumber-park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lime_tree_in_culture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grinling_Gibbons
https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/do-lime-trees-kill-bees
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 FELLING ASH TREES IN SWALLOWFIELD 

At the end of September, Anne Booth was driving along the Swallowfield Road in Farley Hill (Swallowfield 

Parish) and was horrified to see there had been a lot of clearance work in the adjacent woodland and 

several huge bonfires.  Having ascertained that the woodland was owned by Farley Farms, she wrote to 

them and received the following very prompt reply: 

“The maintenance work was done for 3 main reasons: 

1. Ash dieback. 97% of ash trees in this country will contract chalara fungus in the next five or so years.  

The fungus is fatal, and if they die they become extremely difficult and dangerous to take down.  

Therefore all ash must be felled over the next few years, which is a real tragedy but sadly necessary 

for safety.  By taking the trees down before they die, apart from making the woods a safer place, we 

can also harvest the timber for firewood, furniture and chipping, so as not to waste it. 

2. Roadside safety.  We commissioned a survey of our roadsides last year and it identified a large amount 

of work needing to take place across the estate, some of which involved trees that will become a 

danger to traffic in the next few months or years if we don’t act.  As the trees are beyond saving, 

they have been taken down. 

3. General maintenance.  Thinning of dying and mature trees is a part of good woodland maintenance and 

enables younger trees more space to grow, as well as letting light into the forest floor for flora and 

fauna to flourish.  We are two years behind on maintenance because sadly our contractor was killed in 

a tree-felling accident on another estate, and it has taken time to find a replacement with time in 

their diary.  Hence the work is catching up and looks a bit more drastic than normal. 

The woods will recover quickly and be better for the maintenance, though it looks quite brutal at the 

moment!” 

In addition, they pointed out that the ash trees were mostly under 10 years old, having been planted 

following a fire that destroyed that section of the woodland; and the occasional veteran tree would only 

be felled if it was dead or dangerous. 

 

SADLY DEPARTED – MRNs 350, 352 and 6741 

All three are now “dead – standing”.  In Earley, both MRN 350 and 352 have been 

deteriorating over the last 3 years.  MRN 350 was heavily pruned, effectively 

pollarded in October 2015, but it shows no signs of life now.  MRN 352 has cracks 

along some of the larger branches and a possible honey-fungus infection.  The 

photos below show these trees in 2008 and in 2019. 

In Shinfield, MRN 6741 has been dead for some time (photo right).  It had missing 

bark when it was recorded in July 2012 and now most of it has gone.  It’s visually 

striking from various viewpoints and is of course a valuable biodiversity resource. 

 

Far left 

MRN 350 

Left: 

MRN 352 

  

https://wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS/record.php?mrn=350
https://wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS/record.php?mrn=352
https://wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS/record.php?mrn=6741
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VERDUN OAKS IN READING 

The story of the Verdun Oak was told in Tree 

Watch #29 (May 2016).  At that time the 

Woodland Trust didn’t know about any close to 

Wokingham, but by the November issue, they’d 

‘discovered’ the one in the Forbury Gardens.  We 

now know there were two planted in Reading.  

Newspaper articles and photos show one of these 

sessile oaks being planted in Prospect Park, but 

the tree itself and its exact location have been 

lost.  

The Reading Tree Warden (RTWN) have now 

sourced a replacement, which was funded by 

Co-op Midcounties.  It was planted by the Mayor 

and Mayoress of Reading in a ceremony 

appropriately held on 11th November, the 

anniversary of the first planting in 1919.  Located 

to the south-west of the bowling green, south of 

the Mansion House (SU 68698 72562), it’s shown here with some magnificent English oaks (Quercus robur) 

in the background.  It’s the only sessile oaks (Quercus petraea) in the park.  RTWN plan to put 

commemorative explanatory plaques by both Verdun oaks. 

In the photos above, Anna Iwaschkin, Reading Tree Wardens Coordinator, explains the significance of the Verdun 

oaks, watched by the Mayor and Mayoress of Reading, Cllr and Mrs Woodward; followed by the official planting, 

performed by both the Mayor and Mayoress and by Kathy Petersen, director of Co-op Midcounties. 

DID YOU KNOW?... Acorns and conkers are recalcitrant 

Drying and freezing are lethal for most organisms including mature plants, but not for many seeds.  Such 

desiccation-tolerant seeds are termed ‘orthodox’.  They do age when dried or frozen, but the aging process 

is slowed down.  At sub-zero temperatures such seeds can remain viable for tens or even hundreds of 

years.  These seeds are stored in the Millennium Seed Bank at Wakehurst (and at other institutions around 

the world).  By far the majority of plant species studied are orthodox. 

Desiccation-intolerant seeds are termed ‘recalcitrant’.  They cannot be dried or frozen for conventional 

long-term storage because of their higher water content.  Acorns and conkers come into this category.  

Research at Kew is investigating new methods for long-term storage of such seeds.  Extraction of the seed 

embryo and subjecting that to drying or freezing using ultra-quick methods is very promising. 

https://wdvta.org.uk/pdf/Treewatch29.pdf
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FI YOUNG’S TREE SCIENCE COLUMN 

Plant ‘evolution’ in my lifetime - from magnificent Elm trees to treelets and shrubs. 

For those of us old enough to remember 1975, it was the year that Dutch Elm Disease killed 

20 million of our beloved native elm trees: the English elm (Ulmus procera), the smooth-leaved 

elm (U. carpinifolia & U. minor) and the Wych elm (U. glabra).  Lloyd Park in Croydon was one of 

my wildlife playgrounds and I remember these tall magnificent trees dying from the top 

downwards - leaves turning yellow, wilting, shrivelling and dying.  Subsequently each tree was 

marked with large red cross and promptly felled to the ground.  My park and our U.K. landscape 

were changed forever. 

The cause of this particular outbreak was the importation 

of Rock Elm (Ulmus thomasii) logs from Canada in the 

1960s. The shipping container also carried larvae of 

Hylurgopinus rufipes, the North American Elm bark 

beetle (photo right).  On the bodies and mouthparts of 

these larvae were 

the fungal spores 

of Ophiostoma novo-ulmi.  The fungus blocks the 

vascular bundle (the water transportation system of the 

plant) causing wilting and death.  Our native elm bark 

beetle (Scolytus scolytus) then spread the disease far 

and wide.  

(Photo left shows the fruiting bodies of this fungus.) 

Once the elm trees were removed the beetle population had 

nowhere to breed and so declined.  Without them the disease 

could not spread and has almost disappeared. 

The elms that we observe today are no longer tall trees but 

treelets (just 2-4m tall) and 

shrubs, as this is the only way 

they can survive.  If an elm 

becomes taller than this there 

is more chance of bark beetles 

becoming resident in the plant 

and introducing the fungus.  

Approximately every 20 years 

there is a disease outbreak killing taller specimens, but with 

fewer tall elms these events tend to be localised. 

I miss the elm trees but I rejoice that I still have them as 

shrubs and treelets in our landscape today. 

 

It’s not surprising that we have no elm trees in our veteran tree database! 

The Ancient Tree Inventory doesn’t list any English elms, but does have two notable elms (species not 

identified) in south Yorkshire (but without ATI identification numbers). 

The Tree Registry of the British Isles (TROBI) has 90 varieties of Ulmus species in their database, but 

no Ulmus procera. 

Brighton & Hove are renowned for their elm trees and has the national collection of elm trees.  

https://www.forestryimages.org/browse/subthumb.cfm?sub=39&Start=1&display=60&sort=2
https://www.invasive.org/browse/detail.cfm?imgnum=5252020
https://www.sciencephoto.com/media/100208/view/elm-stem-light-micrograph
https://www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/content/leisure-and-libraries/parks-and-green-spaces/national-elm-collection
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….  And to make you smile:                   or perhaps not! 

Found by Derek Oxbrough this month, during his fourth 

surveying session in Simons Woods.  It’s next to the central 

path (SU 78718 69414) and he couldn’t resist measuring it!  With 

a girth of 2.44m (at a height of 0.5m), it unfortunately doesn’t 

qualify as a veteran stump.  I wonder whether he took a rest 

there between measuring all those sweet chestnut coppices.  

We’ve no idea why this oak tree was cut down. 

The carving below is in the play area at The Vyne, Basingstoke  

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES & READING 

https://wdvta.org.uk/links.php – Check out the links on our website. 

Some sources used in this issue without links in the text:  all web pages (both here and in the text) accessed 24-11-2019 (unless stated otherwise) 

p7-FAQ: Mitchell, Alan (1974) ‘A Field Guide to the Trees of Britain and Northern Europe’ ISBN 0 00 212035 6;  

http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/files/IO/IOS%20Journal%20%2324/19-ios%2324-sternberg.pdf 

https://www.bartlett.com/resources/epicormic-shoots_uk.pdf   (Glynn Percival)  https://www.facebook.com/Naturaculture/posts/its-official-the-term-

endocormic-has-been-accepted-by-the-australian-arb-profess/535735786520822/  ;  

http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/files/IO/IOS%20Journal%20%2324/19-ios%2324-sternberg.pdf 

p9-TPO judgement – personal communication (email) 

p10-Species in Focus:  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilia_%C3%97_europaea  http://www.worksopheritagetrail.org.uk/resources/clumber_history.pdf 

https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/common-lime/ 

http://www.bbk.ac.uk/geography/our-research/ecss/woodlands.pdf  ; https://www.woodlands.co.uk/blog/tree-identification/lime/ 

http://justfunfacts.com/interesting-facts-about-linden-trees/  ; https://www.theguardian.com/science/2013/aug/23/plantwatch-lime-tree-linden-

summer-nectar ,; https://www.comptonverney.org.uk/tree-facts-common-lime-trees-at-compton-verney/ 

p12-Did you know:  https://www.kew.org/science/collections/seed-collection/millennium-seed-bank-faqs#allstored 

https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/cyropreservation-in-pictures 

p13 - http://www.treeregister.org/ (database accessed May 2013) 

Images may be subject to copyright, so please do not reproduce any without checking first. 

The views and opinions expressed in Tree Watch are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor 

or the official policy or position of the Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association. 

Don’t forget:  You can download a pdf version of our 10th anniversary report from our website  -  but you 

can also access an extended version of it, with links to the trees mentioned: 

wdvta.org.uk/report10.php 

Details of all trees in our database are available via the web map pages:  wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS  

The inventory of commemorative and special trees can also be accessed via our website:  

wdvta.org.uk/commem.php 

Finally, and most importantly,  

THANK YOU   to everyone who is out there recording our trees. 

We wouldn’t have a database without you. 

https://wdvta.org.uk/links.php
http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/files/IO/IOS%20Journal%20%2324/19-ios%2324-sternberg.pdf
https://www.bartlett.com/resources/epicormic-shoots_uk.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Naturaculture/posts/its-official-the-term-endocormic-has-been-accepted-by-the-australian-arb-profess/535735786520822/
https://www.facebook.com/Naturaculture/posts/its-official-the-term-endocormic-has-been-accepted-by-the-australian-arb-profess/535735786520822/
http://www.internationaloaksociety.org/sites/default/files/files/IO/IOS%20Journal%20%2324/19-ios%2324-sternberg.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tilia_%C3%97_europaea
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/trees-woods-and-wildlife/british-trees/a-z-of-british-trees/common-lime/
http://www.bbk.ac.uk/geography/our-research/ecss/woodlands.pdf
https://www.woodlands.co.uk/blog/tree-identification/lime/
http://justfunfacts.com/interesting-facts-about-linden-trees/
https://www.comptonverney.org.uk/tree-facts-common-lime-trees-at-compton-verney/
https://www.kew.org/science/collections/seed-collection/millennium-seed-bank-faqs#allstored
https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/cyropreservation-in-pictures
http://www.treeregister.org/

