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Life at the (h)Edge









2070 species 
counted in one 
85m length of 
hedge
 Wolton, R. (2015)

Why are we involved?



1) A physical home

2) An excellent complementary habitat

3) A route of passage, corridors connecting 
up the landscape
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up the landscape

Hedgerows for wildlife:

2)A complementary

   habitat
    (food and shelter)



Hedgerows for wildlife:

•    3)Wildlife corridors
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1. A  good mix of plant species

The structure of a good hedge for wildlife





2. Height and width



3. Structural complexity



4. Connectivity



5. Margin



6. Density to the base



7.      Hedgerow trees





• https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/



Gail Caddy 

Gail Caddy 

Photo © Gail Caddy 

Gail Caddy 

Gail Caddy 

Gail Caddy 





Bronze Age hedges near Gurnard's Head 
www.cornishhedges.co.uk

Hedgerow: The Origins





How hedge management affects hedge health



You shall not pass!



How healthy are our hedges? What do 
we already know?

https://maps.nls.uk/geo/explore/side-by-side/



Recent uptick in hedge 
planting rates

(But still short of the 
ambitious Gov targets)

Important to get 
establishment right!

Planting hedgerows: Biomass carbon sequestration and contribution towards net-zero targets
Author links open overlay panel, Sofia Biffi et.al 2023
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Laying - the secret to 
hedge immortality









‘Knuckle’ at trim line

’Stick – y’

‘High base canopy’
low stem density

Gaps forming Ivy at trim line

Elder hummocks
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A year in the life…

Winter Spring Summer Autumn



Threats to hedgehogs

Agricultural 
intensificatio

n

Habitat

loss

Habitat 

fragment..

…ation

Roadkill Predation
Garden 
hazards



Hedgehog Street
• 120,000 registered 

Hedgehog Champions 
and counting. 

• Online resources, 
hedgehog gallery, 
forum, monthly e-
newsletter.



• Increasingly apparent differences in urban and 
rural areas.

• In urban areas, the picture is of a stable 
population showing signs of recovery.

• Rural populations remain low, with declines of 
between 30%-75% nationally since 2000. 

State of Britain's Hedgehogs report



Hedgehog 
Highways

Ways to help



Reduce hazards

• Making ponds safe

• Deal with litter and netting

• Go organic

• Bonfires!

• Checking before mowing or 

strimming.

Ways to help



Food and water

Ways to help



Wildlife friendly 
features

• Wild corner

• Log piles

• Leaf piles

• Compost heaps

• Wildflower patch

Ways to help
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Thank you
Megan.gimber@ptes.org







People’s Trust for Endangered Species, 3 Cloisters House, 8 Battersea Park Road, London SW84BG
Registered charity no 274206

General survey top tips

• Read the guidance notes before going out

• Group work? Make sure you don’t double up on the surveys and 
create a ‘project’ title 

• Take a stick!

• A nice day?
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hedgerowsurvey.ptes.org/hedge-structure-photo-galleries
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Step 2. Landscape-level tree establishment
  a. Diversity of tree densities
  b. Balance young and old trees
  c. Consider agricultural context

Photo © Megan Gimber





























Over 90% concerned about wildlife

Almost 50% actively wanted hedgerow 
management advice 

36% said they needed to know more about 
the management cycle of a hedgerow in order
to effectively manage those on their land
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