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The aims of the survey
•  To summarise the findings of a survey of veteran and significant trees

within the Wokingham Town boundary by the Wokingham District
Veteran Tree Association (WDVTA).

•  To raise public awareness of the environmental and historic importance
of these trees, as well as of the town’s treescape in general. 

•  To provide useful information to councillors, officers, planning officers,
landowners and other interested parties concerned with the protection
and management of existing trees and planting trees for the future. 

•  To seek advice from these parties as to how the recommendations made
at the end of the report might be acted upon.

The accuracy
of the survey
While the survey data
on which this report is
based is as accurate as
WDVTA members have
been able to achieve
up to the point of
submission for printing,
it is inevitable that the
details may have been
updated by the time of
publication. The
process of updating the
database (primarily
through verification) is
a continuing activity. To
find the latest version
of the Wokingham
Town tree survey data
please consult the Map
page of the WDVTA
website.

Finding the Trees
The Master Record Number [MRN] has been given for specific trees
mentioned in the report and can be entered as the Tree Number on the
Map page of the website to show further details. Street names are also
given to help locate the trees. The map on the back cover indicates
publicly accessible areas where veteran and significant trees can be seen.

Woosehill Riverside Walk from

Meadow Road
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Keephatch Park nature reserve

Concern in 2005 
about the threats to 
this treescape led to a
discovery that it was 
not known where all 
the veteran and
significant trees were
located in the town
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Why the town survey was set up
Wokingham Town is fortunate to be set in a beautiful and varied
treescape. This partly reflects its agricultural history as a market town in
Windsor Forest but also landowners’ interest over the years in planting
specimen trees in parks, churchyards and gardens. 

Concern in 2005 about the threat to trees led to a discovery that it was not
known where all the veteran and significant trees were located in the
town. With help from the Countryside service of Wokingham District (now
Borough) Council, a successful application was made to the Wokingham
Society for funding for The Berkshire Trust for Conservation Volunteers
(BTCV) to set up a town-wide survey with volunteer support.

Development of the town survey
The survey project began in September 2005. A part time BTCV organiser
trained two groups of volunteers and established a database. By
September 2006, 306 veteran and significant trees had been recorded in
the town. Although more surveying was needed, much had been learned
about effective ways of recording trees and supporting volunteer
surveyors. The Countryside Service proposed extending the project across
the District and eight Town and Parish councils made financial
contributions to enable this expansion to take place.

A public meeting, held in September 2006, indicated wide public support
for this project and a steering committee was set up to establish the
Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association (WDVTA). Launched in
January 2007, the organisation agreed a formal constitution with broad
objectives and a clearly defined structure1. A grant from the National
Lottery Awards for All Fund in October 2007 enabled it to buy technical
expertise and equipment to set up a professional database and organise
the survey in all the towns and parishes, each with a coordinator to
manage and support the volunteer surveyors. Over the years the survey
has become increasingly rigorous and has achieved a high standard of
accuracy.

Since WDVTA’s inception some new local issues have arisen which have
implications for the town’s trees. These include especially the creation of
two Strategic Development Locations (SDLs) and the proposed town
centre development. These are likely to impact greatly on many important
trees in the town. Members are monitoring this and liaising with the
Borough Council’s Trees and Landscape and Countryside teams, as well as
others involved, to ensure that as many important trees as possible are
protected and that new trees are planted to maintain the attractive
treescapes within and around the new developments.

Well over 40 volunteers have contributed in some way to the Wokingham
Town survey since 2006.  In 2010 it was realised that the early records
needed revising. A group of WDVTA surveyors agreed to verify these and
to make corrections and updates, for example where trees had been
pruned or felled. This verification is now largely complete and details can
be found on the Survey pages of the WDVTA website.  The records as they
stand now reflect a fair picture of Wokingham Town’s veteran and
significant trees, but additions, corrections and updates will continue.

1 Web page ‘About WDVTA’ on the WDVTA website

http://www.wdvta.org.uk/aboutwdvta.php


Key Points
•  Wokingham has a beautiful and varied treescape. Over 1,300 veteran

and significant trees have been recorded though at least 26 have been
lost  between 2006 and 2012.

•  The majority of the veteran trees recorded are English oaks, reflecting
Wokingham’s history as a market town in Windsor Forest. There are
many young English oaks that need to be valued and maintained as the
veterans of the future.

•  A significant number of veteran oaks are threatened by house building
and soil compaction from roads and pavements. 

•  A variety of other native trees have been recorded as well as trees used
in the past for agricultural and industrial purposes.

•  Many veteran trees grow, or once grew, in hedges but, because of
modern hedge cutting methods, there are very few young hedge trees
to replace the older trees when they decline. 

•  A few of the old farm
hedges remain and
should be recorded
and protected. An
overall policy for their
management and
extension is required.

•  Many interesting
specimen trees have
been planted over the
years in parks, gardens
and other open spaces. 

•  A number of old trees
in parks and public
places have been
damaged by vandalism
and graffiti or
threatened by close
mowing up to their
trunks. More effective
policies are required to
protect them from
these threats.

•  There has been some welcome new tree planting in parks and open
spaces, but there needs to be a stronger overall plan for planting new
trees across the town.

•  Many celebratory and memorial trees have been planted in the past but
some of these have died for want of care. Better records need to be kept
about the dates and purpose of their planting and maintenance
schedules put in place.

•  A number of trees have interesting connections with Wokingham’s past
history and there are opportunities for exploring this further.

New houses well set among trees,

Twycross Road
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Surveyors learned how to use GPS

devices and interactive maps to

obtain grid references correct to 10

metres and how to complete record

sheets. There were also practical

demonstrations of how to record tree

details. 

Veteran English oaks, Leathern 

Bottel, Barkham Road
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How the survey was carried out
1. The town was divided into areas and the Wokingham Town

coordinator allocated a small group of volunteer surveyors to 
each area.

2. Surveyors were trained and provided with a Surveyor’s 
Handbook setting out the survey methodology and procedures
for gathering data2.

3. Working in pairs or on their own, surveyors recorded:

•  Date
•  Grid reference
•  Location
•  Identification
•  Girth (and height of measurement)
•  Tree form
•  Living status
•  Notable features
•  Setting
•  Access
•  Photographs
•  Comments

The records were then sent to the coordinator.

4. The coordinator checked the data and submitted it to the Data
Manager.

5. The Data Manager updated the database and fed back the resulting
records to the coordinator and the surveyors for checking.

6. Data was sent on to regional/national bodies. These were
Wokingham Borough Council, Thames Valley Environmental Records
Centre and the Woodland Trust.

7. A proportion of records were verified. A team of surveyors verified
over 200 of the records, chosen for their importance, to assess the
integrity and reliability of the database.

2 Handbook, recording forms and supporting documentation can be downloaded from the Survey page of the
WDVTA website

http://www.wdvta.org.uk/mki_db.php


Findings
Numbers of trees recorded
By July 2011 1,357 trees had been recorded but this number has now
been reduced to 1,309 with the reorganisation of the town’s boundaries
and the consequent loss of some areas. It is likely that, over time, a small
number of trees will be added to the database. For an up-to-date
summary of the Wokingham Town records visit the Database page of the
website. 

Species of trees where over 15 specimens have been recorded.

*     Included in this category are all trees recorded as English oak or oak
**  Included in this category are all trees recorded as common lime or lime
*** Included in this category are trees recorded as crack willow or willow

Other Trees This includes a wide variety of species, especially Sycamore
(13), Copper beech (11), Corsican pine (10), Weeping willow (10),
Hawthorn (8), Apple (7), Cedar of Lebanon (7), London plane (6), Scots
pine (6), Black mulberry (5), Common yew (5) and Holm oak (5). 

Significant specimens  

Interesting individual specimens have been recorded such as:
Oriental plane [MRN 76]

Coastal redwood [MRN 1468]

Monterey cypress [MRN 5906]

Golden Rain tree [MRN 5477] 

Tulip tree [MRN 27]

Felled and dead trees
While these records cannot give a full picture of veteran and significant
trees felled or fallen through natural decay during 2006-2011, we have
noted the loss of 26 recorded trees, of which 14 are English oaks.
Additionally 37 trees were already dead when recorded, so of the 1,309
trees in the survey for the town, 1,246 are alive.

Tulip tree [MRN 27], Cantley House

Hotel grounds
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Common Name Latin name Number of Trees %

English Oak * Quercus robur 762 58
Sweet Chestnut Castanea sativa 105 8
Common Lime ** Tilia x europaea 54 4
Ash Fraxinus excelsior 44 3
Crack Willow *** Salix fragilis 36 3
Horse Chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum 22 2
Wellingtonia Sequoiadendron giganteum 22 2
Beech Fagus sylvatica 20 2
Field Maple Acer campestre 20 2
Alder Alnus glutinosa 19 1
Red Oak Quercus rubra 19 1
Irish Yew Taxus baccata ‘Fastigiata’ 17 1
Other 169 13
Total 1,309 100

We have noted the 
loss of 26 recorded 
trees, of which 14 are
English oaks



English oak [MRN 120], girth 4.9m,

Redlands Farm Park

English oak [MRN 9], girth 5.5m, 

Cantley Park

Acorns and oak leaves, carving on

Town Hall

Acorns and oak leaves carved on the

Mayor’s chair

Corporation common seal

from about 1612

Wokingham Borough

Council seal from 1885

Wokingham Town Council

Coat of Arms from 1963
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Observations on recorded trees 
English oaks Quercus robur

Numbers and age of English oaks
Well over half of the trees recorded in the town are English oaks. The
girths of 46 are 4.5m or over indicating that these are probably 250 or
more years old. There is no simple correlation between girth and age but
nine of these oldest oaks have girths of over 5m so they may be at least
350 years old. Most of these oaks will be descendants of the trees that
grew in Windsor Forest and even earlier in the natural woodland (or
wildwood) that covered Britain thousands of years ago.

There are also a great many old oaks with smaller girths in the town and
these need to be valued and maintained as the veteran trees of the future.
Of special interest is Holt Copse, a semi-natural ancient woodland
adjacent to Joel Park, managed by the Holt Copse Conservation
Volunteers3. This is dominated by English oak managed as oak standards
over hazel coppice. 

The historic importance of English oaks
The English oak is the emblem of Wokingham Town. Oak leaves and acorns
have appeared on the town’s historic seals since at least 16124, and can be
seen in its coat of arms and in carvings around the Town Hall. It is
encouraging therefore that the treescape still boasts a predominance of
English oaks. These trees were important for the town’s economic life, not
only for the many uses to which their timber could be put but also for their
bark. Oak bark was a vital ingredient for tanning and critical for making
leather. This industry was operative in the town in the 17th century and
became an important enterprise during the 18th and 19th centuries. 

3 Holt Copse Conservation Volunteers  www.hccv.org.uk 
4 Hoskins J. Roger, Wokingham’s Coat of Arms, The Wokingham Historian Number 2, March 1990

http://www.hccv.org.uk/


Threats to veteran oaks
Some oaks grow in the town’s public parks and have space to grow to
their full glory. Good examples are those in Cantley Park, Woosehill
Riverside Walk, Joel Park and Redlands Farm Park. Many, however, grow
along the approaches to the town where roads and pavements have been
extended up to the base of their trunks. The compaction of the ground
around their roots, and the need to prune lower branches for safety, has
put considerable stress on these trees. A number show signs of decline
and there may be problems in future in maintaining green approaches to
the town, part of the Borough Council’s core strategy. There is also
concern about damage through vandalism and fire to some veteran oaks
in parks. This problem needs to be addressed, possibly by altering grass
mowing and management schedules. 

Proximity to houses
In past decades, before planning regulations to ensure proper exclusion
areas, building was permitted too close to trees. This has caused problems
with dropping branches, acorns and leaves and restriction of daylight to
houses. Surveyors have come across a number of residents who, though
they may enjoy the trees in general, complain of these nuisances.

Loss of veteran oaks
Since 2006 we have recorded 14 veteran oak trees that have been felled –
and there may have been others. Many, though not all, of these trees were
protected and were felled for reasons such as decay and public safety. We
have also recorded 15 dead veteran oaks, indicating a significant loss of
these trees over the years.  In some instances, new trees have been
planted, as in Joel Park and Evendons Lane.

New planting of English oaks
In May 1937 Wokingham Borough Mayor,
Alderman F.C. Barrett, planted 2 oaks in
Langborough Road Recreation Ground to
celebrate the coronation of King George VI5.
This is registered in the Royal Record6.  

If the existing proportion of veteran oaks in the town is to be maintained,
more of these trees need to be planted. This survey was not set up to
record new planting but we have noted encouraging signs in sites such as
Viking Field off Evendons Lane and the Millennium Wood off Forest Road,
just outside the town boundary. We hope more English oaks will be
planted in future, bearing in mind the Tree Council motto of ‘the right tree
in the right place’. 
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Graffiti and soil compaction

Houses and roads too near to trees

New English oak planted 2010 to 

replace felled veteran [MRN 452], 

Joel Park

New English oak, Viking Field,  

Evendons Lane

5 Council Scrapbook 1937 Berkshire Record Office
6 Royal Record www.woodlandtrust.org.uk

http://www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk/
http://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/en/Pages/default.aspx


Alder [MRN 2665] by Emm Brook

Woosehill Riverside Walk

Hazel coppice [MRN 135] Daffodil

Lane, off Doles Lane

Ash [MRN 195] in hedgerow off 

Evendons Lane

Veteran hawthorn [MRN 153],

Hawthorns School, Woosehill
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Other native trees
A number of other native trees reaching veteran status were recorded.
These include:
• Common ash Fraxinus excelsior (44)
• Field maple Acer campestre (20), 
• Common alder Alnus glutinosa (19) 
• Common hawthorn Crataegus monogyna (8) 
• Common holly Ilex aquifolium (4). 

These trees grow in what remains of the extensive network of field
hedges and copses that existed when the town was an agricultural centre.
Many more will exist that have not been recorded as the survey mostly
focused on trees with a girth of more than 3m and only the English oak
and ash are likely to grow to this size. 

In the past, when hedges were managed by hand, hedge trees would
have been allowed to grow. Many of the town’s hedge trees are veteran
and will eventually decline. The advent of mechanical hedge cutting
poses a special threat to potential new hedgerow trees that could be left
growing. Active measures, such as tagging specific trees or planting new
trees in hedges, need to be taken to reverse this decline. 

Hazel Corylus avellana

Historically, hazel has always been an important hedge and woodland
tree and was coppiced at intervals of about seven years to provide stakes
for a variety of agricultural purposes.  We have recorded only three very
large hazel coppices, just a few of the many growing in the town’s relic
hedges. As yet there has been no survey of old hedgerows in the town
and many are at risk of being neglected or destroyed. 

Common alders Alnus glutinosa

Nineteen of the larger multi-stemmed alders have been recorded growing
along the Emm Brook and other wet places. There are many more not yet
recorded. Alder, which regenerates easily, is one of the few native types of
softwood and the wood was used in the Middle Ages for purposes where
conifer timber is now employed.  

Yew trees Taxus baccata

Common yews are native trees and are
frequently associated with churches.
Some can be very old, for example the
650 year old specimen in Swallowfield
churchyard. None of the town’s five old
yew trees is this ancient. The oldest yew
visible to the public grows in All Saints
Churchyard and, with a girth of 3.2m, it
may be about 300 years old. In recent
years Irish yews, a cultivated form of
the Common yew, have been also
planted in churchyards. These are smaller, more compact trees. We have
recorded 17 Irish yews, 16 of which grow in the All Saints and St Paul’s
churchyards.

Common yew [MRN 4115], All Saints

Churchyard



Trees for agricultural and industrial
purposes

As well as making use of native trees such as oaks, hazel and alder,
landowners have planted trees deliberately for a variety of agricultural
and industrial purposes. Many of the trees growing in the town were
planted for these reasons.

Sweet chestnuts Castanea sativa

We have recorded 105 sweet chestnut trees. These are the second most
populous trees after oaks and more numerous than in any other town or
parish in the Borough. The trees grow in woodlands, hedgerows and
gardens. Chestnut Avenue, planted as an approach to a large manor
house, still retains many splendid old specimens of these trees. 

Sweet chestnut is a particularly good wood for building and, when
coppiced, is a sustainable way of producing timber. The many sweet
chestnuts growing in Fox Hill Woods were probably planted for this
purpose. 43 of these trees have been recorded in this wood, 38 of which
are coppiced or multi-stemmed. One has a girth of 7.8m which is the
largest recorded girth in the town. Edible sweet chestnuts are useful 
by-products of these trees. 

Beech trees Fagus sylvatica

Twenty beeches have been recorded. These trees can be pollarded to
provide a renewable supply of wood for furniture making. A fine pollarded 
beech grows in Fox Hill Woods. The name of Coppid Beech Lane on the
town borders suggests that some local beeches may have been coppiced
as well.

Crack willows Salix fragilis

In the past farmers planted many crack willows along the Emm Brook,
which flows through the town. These trees were pollarded to provide
stakes for agricultural work. We have recorded 36 of these, though 
there are many more. We have updated the records of 11 which were 
re-pollarded in 2011. Pollarding willows extends their life span and helps
create valuable niches for wildlife. These willows also stabilise the
riverbanks.
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Fox resting in crack willow [MRN 264]

Woosehill Riverside Walk

Pollarded beech [MRN 3684] Fox Hill

Woods

Coppiced

sweet

chestnut

[MRN 4045],

Fox Hill Woods

Crack willow [MRN 265] Emm Brook Woosehill Riverside Walk before and after pollarding

Veteran sweet chestnut [MRN 2357]

Chestnut Avenue



Flowering cherry plums along the

approach to Sand Martins golf

course off Evendons Lane

Well managed veteran black

mulberry  [MRN 2039] Elms Road

Veteran apples [MRN 5465 and 5464]

Cantley House Hotel

Veteran pear  [MRN 4409], Woosehill

Riverside Walk
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Orchards – with apples (Malus), 
pears (Pyrus) and other fruit trees
In past centuries it was traditional for most estates, farms and larger
houses to plant fruit trees in orchards to harvest fruit such as apples, pears
and plums. With the development of the town most of these have been
lost and only a few relic orchards or individual old fruit trees remain. The
remaining trees of two orchards in the old Emmbrook House estate can
still be seen in Woosehill Riverside Walk and some back gardens of
Brookside. We have recorded nine veteran fruit trees (seven apples and
two pears), but more are to be discovered, many still in private gardens.

Estate Map 1911 showing Emmbrook House

bordering on the Emm Brook

Two orchards marked

Black mulberries Morus nigra

There is a myth that black mulberry trees were planted to provide leaves
to raise silk worms for the town’s silk industry. Research by Dennis Ayres7

suggests that while silk stocking knitting and, later, silk weaving were
thriving in the town from the 16th until the industry’s demise in the 19th
century, there is no evidence that sericulture (the production of raw silk)
was practised widely here. The climate is not suitable for silk worms to
flourish and white, rather than black mulberries are preferred in
sericulture.  Silk cocoons would probably have been imported from
Europe, especially Italy, However mulberry trees were planted widely as
attractive features in gardens and for their excellent fruit. We have
recorded five black mulberry trees, including one veteran that grew in the
back garden of The Elms, Broad Street.

Cherry plums Prunus sp.

Some farmers have planted fruit trees in hedges, a particular example
being the many cherry plum hedges planted in the mid 20th century in
the southwest of the town. In good years these trees provide a welcome
wild harvest for local people and birds.  We have recorded three of the
more mature cherry plum trees on our database but there are many
others.

7 Ayres, Dennis, ‘Wokingham’s Silk Industry’, Berkshire Local History, Issue 6, 1989



Trees planted for amenity and
commemoration

Oriental Plane Platanus orientalis

The Oriental plane was first introduced into Britain in the mid 16th
century but it was in the 18th century that it became a fashionable tree to

plant in gardens and estates. A fine example
grows in Waitrose car park, once the garden of
Montague House, a Georgian house on Broad
Street. This tree is approximately 250 years old.
Its history is described on a plaque on the railings
around the tree, which was unveiled by the
Borough Mayor Mrs P. Helliar-Symons in 20088.  

Wellingtonias or Giant Redwoods
Sequoiadendron giganteum

Wellingtonias, named after the Duke of Wellington, were widely planted
in large estates and parks in the 19th century. The Wellingtonia Avenue,
Finchampstead, planted in the 1870s, is a well-known local example in the
area. We have been surprised at how many of these trees were also
planted throughout the town, probably at about the same time. We have
recorded 22. Attractive trees when they were younger, many now tower
above nearby gardens. 

Cedars of Lebanon Cedrus libani

Cedars of Lebanon were introduced into Britain in 1680 and between
1760 and 1810 plantings on country estates were widespread, probably
because of their size. Seven of these trees have been recorded in the
town, all probably planted later than these dates. Sadly these trees are
prone to snow and frost damage, and the trees growing in All Saints
Churchyard and St Anne’s Manor were badly damaged in the hard winter
of 2010. Some are also affected by disease and may need to be felled in
the coming years.

Pines Pinus sp.

Pines are a distinctive and attractive feature of the Wokingham treescape
and we have recorded 17 of this genus. Most are Corsican or Scots pine.
Those growing in the town would have been planted in gardens for
ornament. However, in surrounding areas there are a number of faster
growing species of pine in plantations grown for forestry purposes.

Oriental plane [MRN 76] 

Montague House

Wellingtonia [MRN 681] Folly Court

Barkham Road

Cedar of Lebanon [MRN 180] St Paul’s

churchyard 

Corsican pines, Buckhurst Farm off

London Road
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8 Oriental Plane, Montague House, leaflet 2010. Downloadable from the Publications page WDVTA website

http://www.wdvta.org.uk/pubs.php


Veteran common lime [MRN 28]

Cantley House Hotel

Row of common limes Langborough

Recreation Ground

Horse chestnut [MRN 3563] Reading

Road

Red oaks, Connaught Avenue, 

Joel Park
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Lime trees Tilia x europaea

The common lime is a hybrid between the small-leaved and large-leaved
lime.  The largest common lime tree in the town grows in the garden of
Cantley House hotel. It has a girth of 4.57m and may be about 175 years
old. 54 lime trees have been recorded in other sites across the town.
Planting rows or avenues of lime trees is a European tradition going back
to the Middle Ages. John Evelyn was one of the first to bring this idea to
Britain when he planted a double row of limes in Sayes Court, near
Deptford, in the 17th century9.  The fashion for planting avenues, most
often of lime trees, spread across the country through the next three
centuries. In Wokingham a splendid row of common lime trees, planted
along the perimeter of Langborough Recreation Ground in 1878, still
thrives.  Additional limes were added in the 20th century and more
recently one was planted in memory of a local beekeeper. Bees are
particularly attracted to lime flowers.

Horse chestnuts Aesculus hippocastanum

Horse chestnuts were widely planted in the 19th century in avenues for
shade. They are attractive trees in spring with their white flower candles
and for their conkers in autumn. 22 of the largest of these trees have been
recorded in the town. Sadly all the trees are affected by leaf miner so their
leaves turn brown prematurely. Little can be done to protect the trees so
in time they will weaken and possibly succumb to other diseases.
Probably most will decline and be lost to the treescape.

Red oaks Quercus rubra

Red oaks were introduced into Europe in 1800 and were widely planted
for their ornamental value, though their timber is also useful. 19 red oaks
have been recorded. In 1935 a short avenue of red oaks and a longer
avenue of English oaks were planted in Joel Park to celebrate the Silver
Jubilee of George V.  The short avenue was interspersed with Lombardy
poplars and the longer avenue with silver
birches. The first tree was planted by
Alderman F.C. Barrett, Mayor of Wokingham,
in a public ceremony held 18th December
1935. (He had also planted 3 limes in
Barkham Recreation Ground in November
1935).

Over 30 of the English oaks and 4 of the
silver birches remain in the longer avenue,
now called Jubilee Avenue. At just over 75
years old, only two of these oaks have
reached our 3m girth criterion for recording.
11 of the red oaks still grow in the shorter
avenue, later named Connaught Avenue in
honour of the Duke of Connaught and
Strathearn, High Steward of Berkshire from
1918 –194210.   These 11 and the stumps of a
further three have been recorded.
Replacements have been planted for some of the trees lost from the
avenue.

9 Sanderson, Rachel, 2010. Special Avenues, Chilterns Woodlands Project     
10 Council Minutes, Scrapbook, 1935, Berkshire Record Office, www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk 

Borough Mayor, Alderman

F.C. Barrett, planting the

first tree in Joel Park1935

http://www.berkshirerecordoffice.org.uk/


Recommendations
The WDVTA volunteers have reflected on ways in which Wokingham’s

treescape might be better managed and improved for the future. They

list the following for consideration and action by those with relevant

responsibilities and interests.

1. Develop a strategy for trees in
Wokingham Town                                          
•   Discussion of this report. Wokingham Town Councillors and

town Borough Councillors should discuss with relevant officers,
groundsmen and contractors what are the implications of this
report and the actions that should be taken.

•   Community involvement. Other landowners (churches, schools,
farmers and residents with large gardens) and a range of
voluntary bodies such as WDVTA and other environmental groups
should participate in discussions about the future treescape.

•   Better management of the existing treescape. Reviews
should be undertaken of how best to preserve the green routes
into the town, improve grass-cutting regimes around trees in public places11

and how to monitor tree health and other threats. Contributions should be
sought from Tree Wardens and other volunteers. 

•   Scrutiny of SDL and town centre development plans and all planning
applications. Current plans should be carefully examined to ensure
important trees are protected wherever possible. Planners should be
required to check applications for veteran trees on the site, ensure there are
statutory conditional orders for their retention and adequate protection
against accidental damage during site work.

•   New tree planting in the town. Plans should be made to plant and
manage new trees, especially English oaks, in appropriate places in the town.
This could be organised jointly with council officers, landowners and
voluntary organisations who may have access to young trees, voluntary
labour and alternative sources of funding.

•   Support the Wokingham Diamond Jubilee Hedge Tree Campaign
2012. Landowners should be encouraged to protect or plant hedgerow
trees. In time this could lead to the collection of information about old
hedges in the town.

2.  Publicise more information about the
town’s trees
•   Maintain records of the town’s trees. WDVTA should continue to update,

improve and make publicly available the results of the tree survey.

•   Research the history of trees in the town. Volunteers should continue
work already started and record what is known about trees planted for
commemorative purposes.

•   Publish information about the town’s trees and their importance for the
health and wellbeing of local residents12 , the natural environment and the
town’s cultural history. This should be done by the Borough and Town
Councils, WDVTA and others. 
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Hedge tree, English oak [MRN 1965]

Toutley Road

11 Veteran Trees: A Guide to Good Management, Section 5.2.4.  Natural England, www.naturalengland.etraderstores.com 
12 Benefits of Urban Trees, Greenleaf, www.greenleaftrees.co.uk 

Landowners should
participate in discussions
about the future treescape
of the town

http://naturalengland.etraderstores.com/NaturalEnglandShop/
http://www.greenleaftrees.co.uk/


Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association

www.wdvta.org.uk

Publicly accessible areas with veteran 
trees in Wokingham Town

Emmbrook
Riverside Walk

Chestnut Avenue

Jubilee Avenue
by Joel Park Cantley Park

Twyford Road

Keephatch Park and
nature reserve

St Paul’s 
Churchyard

Langborough
Recreation

Ground
Leslie Sears

Recreation Ground
Viking Field

Redlands Farm Park
Doles Lane

Woosehill
Riverside Walk

Fox Hill Woods

All Saints 
Churchyard

Holt Copse

http://www.wdvta.org.uk/

