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On 16th November, we had 7,488 trees in our database and 10,594 photographs 

Welcome to the latest issue of Tree Watch.  

We had a very successful launch of our 10th 

anniversary report last month.  Alison was the 

driving force behind the report and has done a 

magnificant job.  The photos here show her being 

presented with flowers by Martin Haslam and 

talking to Peter Lucey, the mayor of Wokingham 

Town.  Alison’s report is on page 4.  Although the 

veteran tree survey was envisaged as a snapshot 

survey, we have been surveying for over 10 years 

now and it’s still not completed.  There are more 

veteran trees to record, especially in Swallowfield.  

However, the association goes from strength to 

strength and as well as continuing the veteran tree 

survey, we have a variety of tree warden projects 

underway.   

Since the first issue, I have included a profile of 

someone associated with the association, and it’s 

been very popular.  However, I’m now unable to 

persuade anyone else to do one for me and so there 

is no profile in this issue and unlikely to be any 

more.  

I must apologise to the mayor of Earley Town.  

Thanks to Angus Ross who pointed out that I had 

misidentified the mayor of Earley in the photo on 

page 2 of the last issue.  The mayor in the photo is 

not Jackie Rance, but Michael Firmager.  I was just 

told it was the mayor and checked on the Earley Town Council website for the name.  Unfortunately, that 

website was out-of-date (and Jackie could be male or female)!  Apologies to Michael and Jackie. 

The next issue of Tree Watch will be February 2018 and the copy deadline is 31st January.  If you have 

any comments or responses to anything in this issue or contributions for future issues please send them 

to: Elaine Butler - datamanager @ wdvta.org.uk 

Main items in this issue:- p8 Penny Miller 

p2 Events p8 Where is it? 

p2 Tree watching from my chair p9 Wokingham arts trail 

p4 10th anniversary report launch p9 Did you know? Berkshire’s flag 

p5 Database update p10 Species in focus:  Hawthorn 

p5 Coppiced laburnum - Bearwood p11 Hedge trees 

p5 Tree Warden forum p12 Sadly departed – MRN 6686 

p7 TVERC conference p13 This month’s acronym:  EEG 
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Events – Dec 2017 – Feb 2018 

 Ted Green will give a talk in January – probably 16th or 17th. 

Non-WDVTA events: 

 Tuesday 28th November - 14:00 RTWN lecture - RISC Conference Hall, London Street, 

Reading - Jon Stokes, popular speaker and Director of The Tree Council will talk about the 

state of Britain’s trees and answer questions.  Contact: rtwn2011@gmail.com - 

www.readingtreewardens.org.uk/upcomingevents.htm 

 Saturday 13th January – 17:30–19:00 – Traditional Orchard Wassail at Lily Park, Bracknell  

£3  Booking required.  www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/parks-and-countryside/events 

 Thursday 8th February – 10:00-12:00 – Orchard pruning at Lily Park, Bracknell  

www.bracknell-forest.gov.uk/parks-and-countryside/events 

For up-to-date information - see the events page on our website – wdvta.org.uk/events.php 

TREE WATCHING FROM MY CHAIR                                                            Alison Griffin 

In looking back at the last edition of Tree Watch several topics caught my attention.  

In August I noted how prolific the leaf miner damage was this year on horse chestnut 

trees.  During the very interesting visit to Bartletts Trees in early September, one of 

Glynn Percival’s research students opened up an infected leaf under a microscope and 

showed us the miner in action.  As soon as the leaf was cut open and it was exposed it 

started moving to burrow and hide again and we were given the explanation ‘he thinks 

I’m a blue tit come to eat him’! 

In the last Tree Watch the species in focus was the golden 

rain tree.  We only found the one we have recorded when it 

was pointed out by a guest on one of the walks we organised 

around Wokingham a few years ago.  After Tree Watch came 

out I noticed that it had put on a very good autumn show of 

colour this year as you can see in the photograph (left).   

Although this autumn has not been exceptional for colour, 

with some trees losing their leaves very quickly with the two 

storms, what I have enjoyed is recognising trees by the 

visible fruits.  There are some 1m girth London plane trees 

alongside a road where I often get held up in traffic.   I have 

never noticed them before, but one has had a large crop of 

fruit this year.   

Another tree just 50m from our house that I had always 

assumed was a remnant field 

maple from an old hedge 

surprised me even more.  

Walking past it one day, it 

had lost most of its leaves, 

but the fruits were hanging 

down and didn’t look like a 

field maple (photo right).  After photographs were sent to a couple of our 

knowledgeable members, it was confirmed as an ash-leaved maple (Acer 

negundo), which according to two of my reference books ‘frequently hang 

on to their fruits after the leaves have all fallen’.  It certainly was a very 

attractive tree on one of the sunny days in late October.  
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Trees labelled on Ordnance Survey Maps 

With thanks to Brian Hunt and Brian Thomas and a little bit of internet searching I think we can start to 

answer the question I raised in the last Tree Watch about what criteria are used for trees to be mapped 

and labelled on OS maps.  These are Boundary trees, so the examples we described mark the boundary 

between Hurst and Binfield.  Why they are not consistently marked on different OS editions may be 

boundary changes with time or may be lack of space on the map.   

Brian Thomas also said ‘The oak trees at SU 837 704 and SU 837 705 are still there and are very fine 

trees, but I haven't been able to measure them as they are on private land.  On my 1:25000 OS sheet 

SU87 dated 1948 there is also an elm between the two oaks.  I cycled along Foxley Lane every day during 

the 1980's and I remember the elm which had succumbed to Dutch Elm disease as a standing dead tree 

until it fell in the 1987 storm. The elm at SU 844 736 does not appear on my 1:25000 map but is marked 

on a later larger scale map I have.  On my 1:25000 OS sheet SU76 dated 1958, but with last full revision 

prior to 1932, the Bound Oak at Arborfield is also on a parish boundary, as is another oak at SU 746 657.’ 

Rate of tree planting 

In October Derek alerted me to an article on the BBC website that made interesting reading.  The planned 

target for tree planting is not being achieved.  Have a look at the link on page 13. 

An unusual stamp 

It may not surprise you that Austria issued a stamp for the 20th anniversary of the 

Austrian Federal Forest Office.  What will surprise you though is that the stamp was 

made of oak wood.  See link on page 13.  With thanks to Angus for sending me that link.  

Charter for Trees 

Two years after Magna Carta was signed, the young King Henry III signed the original 

Charter of the Forest to re-establish the rights which had been eroded by the Normans for people to 

access and use forests.  A new Charter for Trees was launched exactly 800 years after the original charter 

was signed, on November 6th.  There are 10 themes of the new Charter: 

 Sustain landscapes rich in wildlife 

 Plant for the future 

 Celebrate the power of trees to inspire 

 Recover health, hope and wellbeing with the help of trees 

 Protect irreplaceable trees and woods 

 Grow forests of opportunity and innovation 

 Plan greener local landscapes 

 Strengthen our landscapes with trees 

 Make trees accessible to all 

 Combat the threats to our habitats 

These are described in more detail on their website, where there are many other interesting webpages 

including a great historic timeline under the ‘About’ page tab.  Do look at the website (link on page 13), sign 

the charter if you feel inspired and also look at the ideas and suggestions for what we could do to support 

this initiative.  Please email us with any suggestions and ideas that you have. 

Tree of the Year  

The Woodland Trust are running the ‘Tree of the Year’ again this year.  The shortlisted trees for each of 

England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland can be seen on their website, but voting for the winner 

has now closed.  Later in the year, the 4 winners will go forward to the European Tree of the Year – and 

the voting for that will be opened up and linked to the Woodland Trust website.  Do look at the trees and 

their stories and vote for a British tree!  Link on page 13. 

Street trees 

Another recent Woodland Trust initiative was to celebrate and increase awareness of street trees to help 

protect and enhance them.  This has proved very popular and the kits that were available have now run out.  

You can get further details from their website (page 13) and the kits and initiative will be back in 2018. 
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TENTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AND REPORT LAUNCH                              Alison Griffin 

Thank you to all of you who came along to our major anniversary event on October 24th.  About 100 people 

were there: members, guests, local and borough councillors and council staff and representatives of 

national, regional and local environmental organisations.  We were particularly pleased to welcome the 

deputy Borough Mayor Cllr 

John Kaiser, Wokingham 

Town Mayor Cllr Peter Lucey, 

WBC Cllr Angus Ross, Jill 

Butler from the Woodland 

Trust and Ted Green a 

founder member of the 

Ancient Tree Forum. 

The evening was opened by 

Cllr Angus Ross who talked of 

the value of WDVTA’s work 

and data for the Borough.  

Jill Butler who campaigns for 

The Woodland Trust, then 

spoke about the changes in 

attitudes to veteran trees 

over the last ten years and described WDVTA as ‘a brilliant example of how local groups can make a real 

impact for projects like the ancient tree inventory’.  Jill’s talk also covered several topics and ideas for 

increasing awareness and helping to preserve and protect local trees, including council Tree Strategies, 

Neighbourhood Plans and formally naming trees.  We discussed these ideas in the recent committee 

meeting and will be following up on some of them next year. 

I hope you have all enjoyed reading the anniversary report.  Do let us know what you think about it and 

especially if you spot any errors.  We have had one pointed out so far and this has been corrected on the 

website version of the text. 

In the email exchange with Jill before the report was published I mentioned the Ancient Tree Hunt’s use 

of our data and their classification of 4 of our trees as ‘ancient’ and said that Elaine and I thought their 

review of our records was not up to date.  Jill has just sent me a revised list of our trees that the ATH is 

now reporting as ‘ancient’.  This has grown from the 4 in the report to 28 trees and includes not just more 

oaks, but the sweet chestnut in Wargrave and quite a few willows.  Elaine and I will review the data, match 

it to our MRNs, let the coordinators of new ‘ancient’ trees know about them and summarise this update in 

the next edition of Tree Watch. 

Jill (photo right) illustrated her talk with some photographs, one of which was a picture of a family standing 

by the Major Oak in Sherwood Forest in the early 1960s.  During the interval when I was talking to her I 

mentioned this and said that I thought one of my earliest photographs was 

of a family visit to that tree at around the same time.  She was very keen 

to see the photograph and that sent me on a hunt.  No success in my own 

first photograph album, nothing in my father’s album and yet my memory 

was of a very blurred image of the tree.  Emails to my brothers for them 

to help also drew blanks; but then I realised that my father’s album largely 

stopped around 1960 when he bought a cine camera and the blurred image 

from my memory was a cine film not my first camera at all.  Luckily, we had 

the cine films converted to DVD a few years ago and I found the footage 

and was relieved that my memory was OK, the visit was there and was in 

about 1961.  I created a video copy for Jill which she will add to the archive of images of the tree.  If you 

have old photographs of any of the country’s ancient trees, do send them to the Ancient Tree Hunt.  They 

are keen to create an archive showing how these trees have changed with time. 
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As well as documenting what we have done and achieved over the ten years, we also want to use the report 

to introduce our work to a wider audience across the borough.  We are approaching this in three ways.  

Firstly though the launch and local publicity; secondly through giving talks and attending events and thirdly 

through selling copies of the report.  As you will realise, we have spent WDVTA funds as well as using the 

National Lottery grant to produce and print the report.  On the home page of the website we are listing 

outlets where copies can be bought as well as a phone number to call and we are charging £3 per copy.   

Finally, a big thank you to everyone that has contributed to the content and production of the report and 

the organisation of the launch event, especially to the report project team and Malcolm Inglis in particular 

for all his work on the website version and the images we have used in the report. 

 

DATABASE UPDATE 

We’ve added 87 new trees to our database since August – in Arborfield, Barkham, Finchampstead, 

Winnersh and Woodley.  In Winnersh, Linda Martin recorded our first laburnum (MRN 8221).  It’s a coppice 

in the grounds of Bearwood Recreation Ground and has a girth 4.1m at ground level (see below).  The 

Ancient Tree Hunt lists 12 laburnums in England, all less than 4m; so ours will be a useful addition to their 

records.  The largest of the 11 laburnums listed in the Tree Registry (TROBI) has a girth of 3.3m.  Neither 

ATH nor TROBI list any for Berkshire (yet). 

In the last issue the “Species in Focus” was the Golden Rain Tree (Koelreuteria paniculata).  Golden Rain is 

also an alternative name for laburnum (along with Golden Chain).  Common names can be quite misleading! 

 

 

COPPICED LABURNUM IN BEARWOOD RECREATION GROUND                Linda Martin 

Why was the laburnum (MRN 8221) coppiced? Was 

the wood used in Bearwood Mansion? 

In the past, laburnum wood was used for inlays and 

marquetry.  The trees have yellow sap wood and 

dark brown heart wood - which may be used 

instead of rosewood or ebony.  

According to Nikolaus Pevsner the 

“masterly marquetry” on the sliding doors 

between the Drawing Room and Morning 

Room at Bearwood Mansion (photo left) 

was produced in the estate workshops.  

 

 

REPORT ON THE TREE WARDEN FORUM                                                  Derek Oxbrough 

The Forum was held on 21st October at Hascombe in Surry.  The main theme was the “The Value of Trees” 

and consisted of three presentations and an indoor Workshop in the morning.  Then there was a visit to 

the nearby Winkworth Arboretum in the afternoon.  There were about 50 attendees. 

Can you help us with these initiatives, please? 

 Can you let us know of outlets that might sell the report, for example local independent 

shops, garden centres, local libraries etc?   

 Could you let us know of local newsletters that might include a short article about us? 

 Can you let us know if there are groups or organisations that might be interested in us 

talking to them about our work or are holding an event where we could man a display and 

talk to local residents? 
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1st Presentation – Using “Soft Power” for trees – Chris Neilan, Epping Forest Tree Officer 

There was a short section about protecting trees via the Town and Country Planning Act and putting 

a Bond on trees in danger which would be paid by developers.  The “Soft Power” method of 

protecting trees works through publicity about the value of trees.  Our 10th Anniversary Report is 

a good example of this method.  In Epping Forest they had a programme of encouraging political 

buy-in by nominating notable trees to local council officers as Tree Champions.  This has saved 

several trees that otherwise could have been lost.  It was emphasised that it is important to have 

joint decision making with the local council through a Community Tree Strategy.  Such a strategy 

might have saved the Sheffield street trees that were recently felled.  The valuing of trees by 

different methods such as “CAVAT” and “itree” was also discussed: 

2nd Presentation – Valuing trees: “Treezilla” – Jessica Goodenough, Open and Reading University 

Treezilla is an Open University project that is producing a “Monster Map” and detailed database 

of trees throughout the country and is supported by various bodies including the Forestry 

Commission and Tree Council.  In some respects, it is very similar to our WDVTA internet 

connected database and interactive map of trees.  The Treezilla website has various tree valuing 

tools that can be used to aid the publicising of trees and their value to the community in visual, 

amenity, health benefits etc.  There are also guides to help correct identification and methods of 

recording the trees entered.  The project collects data via an interactive web site (may be down 

for maintenance) that is accessible to the general public as well as Councils and local organisations 

such as WDVTA.  A similar general nature database at “ispot.org” can also be useful.  

[Our data has recently been sent to Treezilla – Ed] 

3rd Presentation – Trees, their value and the Tree Charter – Pauline Buchanan Black – Tree Council 

See Alison’s description on page 3. As well as the charter, with its 10 principles, the National 

Association of Local Councils (NALC) will shortly release a tool-kit to help parish councils develop 

tree strategies. 

Workshop  

The tree Wardens were divided into small groups and asked to discuss various methods where the 

Tree Charter could be put to use in assisting with our activities. 

Winkworth Arboretum visit – Peter Herring, Surrey Tree Warden and John Stokes, Tree Council  

Despite storm “Brian” raging on the day, the visit went ahead because most of the arboretum is in a deep 

sheltered valley in the Surrey hills.  

The Winkworth Arboretum was originally designed by Dr 

Wilfred Fox to showcase the autumn colour of the trees.  

It is the only Arboretum owned by the National Trust.  

Many of the tree species were imported particularly for 

their variation of leaf colour.  

Most of the trees were putting on a good 

show, but because of the early autumn storms 

some had lost their leaves and some had not 

yet changed to autumn colours (photo of the 

lake area above and the bowl area left). 
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However, in the “Bowl Area” there was great display of reds, yellows and gold amongst the deciduous trees, 

as well as many shades of green, blue and silver in some of the fir trees. 

Conclusion 

I can highly recommend the Tree Forum to other tree wardens as it is a great place to meet other like-

minded people and learn from their experiences as well the very informative presentations and the outdoor 

visit which always rounds off the day. 

 

TVERC RECORDERS’ CONFERENCE             Cathy Harris 

Barbara Stagles and I represented the WDVTA at the recent Thames Valley Environmental Records 

Centre (TVERC) Autumn Conference.  TVERC is a 'not for profit' organisation covering Berkshire and 

Oxfordshire, and is one of a national network of local records centres. They are members of the 

Association of Local Records Centres (ALERC) and the National Biodiversity Network (NBN).  

We had a stand, and Barbara, an old hand at these things, did a great presentation to an audience of 50 

or so, focussing on our 10th Anniversary and the 

links we have had over the years with so many 

national and local environmental organisations, 

Borough, Town and Parish Councils and various 

funding bodies.  She is highly regarded by those 

present and is a great ambassador for the WDVTA. 

(Sorry to embarrass you Barbara!) 

As a newbie to the Conference I had no idea what I was letting myself in for when I volunteered, but I 

am delighted to report that it was a most interesting day.  Apart from flying the flag for the WDVTA and 

talking to lots of interesting people about what we do, I found the opportunity to listen to them, and to 

spot opportunities to work together very rewarding.  Also, without exception, the varied presentations 

from other organisations where really interesting.   

I got a lot out of the day and would recommend it to anyone interested in the environment and wildlife.  

TVERC conferences take place twice a year – in Berkshire in the autumn and Oxfordshire in the spring. 

[The photos show Barbara Stagles, Cathy Harris and Cllr Angus Ross in front of the WDVTA stand; and 

Barbara giving her presentation.] 

 

“We collect, analyse and share geodiversity and biodiversity information in Berkshire and Oxfordshire to 

help people make sound decisions about how to develop and manage land sustainably and where to direct 

wildlife conservation work.”  

                                                                                                                 TVERC website (2017) 
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Answer in the next issue. 

er in the next issue. 

 

PENNY MILLER:  15TH JANUARY 1948 – 21ST AUGUST 2017           Stephen Loyd 

I first met Penny in the early 1980s when she was running a local branch of Friends of the Earth. At that 

time, there was no kerbside recycling of paper waste and Penny was instrumental in organising a monthly 

skip in Henley for residents to take their waste paper.  We volunteers were charged with manning the skip 

in high-vis jackets until it was collected. 

Our paths then crossed again in the 1990s when Andy Glencross 

instigated the Wokingham Biodiversity Forum.  It was over tea and 

biscuits that she told me about her campaign to save the 

Wargrave chalk pit from developers.  This site had been a wild 

play area for generations of children, and the proposal was to build 

luxury houses there.  Over the subsequent years I learned of her 

tenacity until eventually the proposal was dropped, and the site 

handed to the Parish Council for the benefit of local people.  It 

was in 2010-11 that I offered to help her establish a Friends group 

to manage the site for biodiversity. 

As we know, it was at the Biodiversity Forum that some of us heard 

about WDVTA, and Penny immediately stepped forward to be 

coordinator for Wargrave parish, recruiting some of her many 

contacts to help with surveying.  Hilary Knight recalls going out 

with Penny to measure veteran trees:  “She was always efficient, 

and took great care with accuracy - GPS, measuring tape, with 

identification sheets at hand, and careful to check later with 

other resources.  Penny was also intrepid, and didn't let brambles 

or nettles put us off.  We also had fun deciding whose nose would best mark the perfect ground-to-tape 

measurement height!  Penny was always positive and cheerful.  I always felt we had done a good job 

together because of her thoroughness and persistence.” 

It was with great sadness that I learnt that her cancer had returned, but bravely she kept working in the 

chalk pit right up until late Spring this year.  A memorial bench and some silver birches will be provided in 

the chalk pit to remember her and her successful campaign.  The Friends of Wargrave Chalk Pit continue 

to maintain this peaceful and wild place.  

 

 

WHERE IS IT? 

Do you know where this tree is? 

 

 

 

  

From the last issue:   MRN 1369 – this 

English oak, Quercus robur, has distinctive 

burring making it very difficult to estimate 

its age.  It’s in Remenham beside a footpath. 
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WOKINGHAM ARTS TRAIL 2017                      Stephanie McKay 

In September the Hawthorns Primary became the first school to participate in the Wokingham Arts Trail.  

Our theme was trees because we wanted to show our 

appreciation for our school grounds, drawing attention to 

some of our wonderful specimens.  Each year-group 

decorated or designed art work around a tree or group of 

trees.  Some of the younger pupils decorated jam jars to 

hang from our willow Twigloo (photos below). 

Three professional artists displayed their art 

work in our log cabin.  WDVTA were represented 

by Kerry Clissold who provided a display reflecting trees in art which provoked discussion and publicity.  

Visitors also enjoyed Stephen Loyd’s woodcraft stall and were especially interested in his demonstration 

of pyrography.  

At The Hawthorns we offer Forest School Education as part of our curriculum and visitors were able to 

take part in practical Forest School art and craft 

activities in our outdoor learning area. 

The children in the photo (right) were learning how to 

whittle using a vegetable peeler. 

The weekend was very busy.  Visitors included members 

of the public following the arts trail, WDVTA members, 

ex-pupils and members of the school staff in addition to 

many parents and existing pupils. It was helped in part 

by the mild weather but it was a pleasure to see how 

much interest can be created by trees. 

DID YOU KNOW?... Berkshire has a new flag. 

It features Berkshire’s traditional hart and oak; referring to 

the forests of Berkshire and to a legend of a late C14th royal 

huntsman, Herne the Hunter, who hung himself from an oak 

tree that was subsequently struck by lightning.  According to 

a 1627 poem by Michael Drayton, a banner with this badge 

was carried by the men of Berkshire at the battle of 

Agincourt.  

The flag was revealed at the Berkshire County Show in 

Newbury in September, although it was registered in March with the Flag Institute (which gives C14th as 

the flag date).  Previously, a banner of the arms of the former Berkshire County Council (abolished in 1998) 

was occasionally used as the county flag. 
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SPECIES IN FOCUS – HAWTHORN (CRATAEGUS MONOGYNA) 

12 miscellaneous facts about the Hawthorn 

1. The quintessential hedgerow plant, their 

thorns help create an almost impenetrable 

barrier; but if left uncut, they grow into 

strong trees up to 14m high.  “Haw” is an Old 

English term for hedge.  Crataegus comes 

from the Greek kratos “strength” and akis 

“sharp” (referring to the thorns). 

2. The berry-like fruit (haws) are attractive to 

birds (especially thrushes and waxwings) 

and are used to make jam, jelly and wine.  

Botanically, it is a pome (rather than a berry 

– check out reference on p 13).  Other well-

known pomes include apples, pears, quince, 

rowan and whitebeam. 

3. Common names include quickthorn, May, May-tree, May thorn, Mayblossum, thornapple, hawberry and 

whitethorn. 

4. The leaves and flowers are edible.  The young leaves and buds are known as “bread and cheese”.  

Hawthorn petals are listed as an ingredient for a pottage in a C14th book by Richard II’s master chef. 

5. Hawthorn has been used to treat heart disease since the first century and recent medical research 

confirms its efficacy.  It’s also valued for its antioxidant properties. 

6. The most famous specimen in England is the Glastonbury or Holy Thorn.  According to legend, it 

sprouted from the staff of Joseph of Arimathea after he thrust it into the ground whilst visiting 

Glastonbury in the first century.  However, it was destroyed in the 1640s, during the Civil War.  In 

1951 the local council planted a replacement, but that was cut down by vandals in 2010. 

7. The Hethel Old Thorn is reputed to be the oldest living hawthorn in England; thought to be over 700 

years old (dating from C13th).  In 1755 it had a recorded girth of 2.8m. [This is yet another hawthorn 

associated with the legend of Joseph of Arimathea!]  It is Norfolk Wildlife Trust’s smallest nature 

reserve – consisting of just this one tree, beside the church in Hethel, about 10 miles south of Norwich. 

8. A hawthorn in Saint-Mars-sur-la-Futaie,  Mayenne, is said to be the oldest tree in France, with a 

plaque claiming its origins in the 3rd century!  In 2008, it was 9m high with a girth of 2.65m. 

9. White hawthorn is the state flower of Missouri.  It was adopted in 1923.  The legislation does not 

specify which species of hawthorn, but it’s usually assumed to be C. mollis, rather than C. monogyna, 

which is not an American native.   

10. Oliver Rackham bemoaned the under-recording of veteran hawthorns.  This is probably because we 

don’t realise many are veterans.   Most are in hedgerows and can be difficult to see.  The Ancient Tree 

Hunt classes maiden hawthorns as veterans with a girth of 0.8m and as ancient at 1.5m.   

11. The hawthorns shown here (MRNs 155, 153 & 152) 

are amongst the earliest of our records, being 

first recorded in 2008.  All are multi stemmed 

and presumably mark the line of an old hedge (an 

old fence post is incorporated into the stems of 

MRN 155).  Appropriately they are in the grounds 

of The Hawthorns School in Woosehill.  

12. Our MRN 6074, with a girth of 7.07m at ground 

level, is the largest hawthorn in the Ancient Tree Hunt database (#164695).  It’s in Barkham. 
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REPRIEVE FOR HEDGE TREES             Stephen Loyd 

Tree wardens have been busy with a new hedge tree project this autumn.  With the agreement of the local 

farmer, six self-sown oak trees have been “haloed” by Stephen Loyd, Michael Rea and Karen Beaney in a 

200m length of hedge on Forest Road near the Hurst/Binfield border (photo below). 

The hedge already has good wildlife potential with a number of species already present – hawthorn, elm 

suckers, holly, ash, dogwood, dog rose, bramble, sweet chestnut, blackthorn, and sycamore. Two young 

turkey oaks were found and removed. The hedge faces a patch of uncultivated grassland with a wet ditch 

providing a valuable wildlife buffer zone to the arable field beyond. 

The young oaks were found to have a very high number of galls. 

They will need checking and some formative pruning in the future to keep 

competitive vegetation at bay, whilst allowing them to grow to their full potential 

and maintain the magnificent tree lined route along Forest Road.  

It is hoped to offer members a walk next Spring in this area to look at old 

copses, and these young hedge trees will feature as part of the walk. 

[Photos: Michael Rea] 

DO YOU WANT TO HELP US COMPLETE OUR SURVEY? 

Following the publicity of our anniversary report and launch, we have recruited some new members who 

want to be involved with our survey.  We plan to arrange a surveyor training session in the early spring for 

anyone who wants to start surveying or who would like a refresher session.   

 

Veteran Tree Veteran Tree Veteran Tree Veteran Tree 
Survey snapshotSurvey snapshotSurvey snapshotSurvey snapshot    

HHHHAWTHORNSAWTHORNSAWTHORNSAWTHORNS    

119 (1.6%)119 (1.6%)119 (1.6%)119 (1.6%)    
trees in our 

database 

32%32%32%32%    
in hedgerows 

71717171    
most recorded in 

one parish 

(Barkham) 

10101010    
parishes haven’t 

recorded any 

7.07m7.07m7.07m7.07m    
largest multi stem  

MRN 6704 

2.25m2.25m2.25m2.25m    
largest maiden 

MRN 7015 

33%33%33%33%    
maidens 
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SADLY DEPARTED – MRN 6686  

This English oak in Woodley was felled on 22nd August, 

despite a long campaign by local residents to save it.  The 

felling statement confirmed it was felled to facilitate the 

construction of a perimeter road and associated high 

pressure water mains for the Sandford Farm 

development.  It goes on to say that leaving a tall stump 

was not feasible because of the lean of the trunk.  It was 

felled to ground level, with the resultant pieces left on 

the ground (see photos below).  This was done for 

ecological reasons, but serves as a constant reminder to 

the local residents of what they consider to be the 

wanton destruction of a much-loved tree. 

Concern for the tree was first raised when the plans for 

the Sandford Farm development were publicised.  Felling 

was threatened in 

2013 (photo right 

shows red marks 

indicating planned 

felling) and in 2014, 

but the tree was reprieved.  Following talks with Taylor Wimpey in 

2014, a WBC tree officer told WDVTA “The view at this time is that 

the oak can be retained”, asserting that when work began on the road, 

WBC tree officers would meet with Taylor Wimpey to agree “any tree 

work that will be required at that time in order to safely retain the 

tree.”  The correspondence went on to state that Taylor Wimpey’s 

arboricultural consultant “was supportive of the view that it was not 

necessary to fell the tree at this time” (my emphasis) and that in view 

of this WBC did not consider it necessary to put a TPO on the tree.  

The correspondence concluded “We will however continue to work with 

Taylor Wimpey to ensure the tree is appropriately managed in the 

future.”  That appropriate management turned out to be felling! 

 

TREE CUTTING MYSTERY 

Trees have been mysteriously felled in Upton Court Park in Slough.  The first instance was in February and 

initially considered a one-off; but since then six mature oaks and willows have been cut down, with logs 

left on site, suggesting the logs are being sold.  As if our trees didn’t have enough threats!! 
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This month’s    A C R O N Y M  / I N I T I A L I S M     

EEG – Earley Environmental Group  

I hope you all know about the EEG.  WDVTA has a stand at their annual Green Fare in August (as reported 

in the last issue).  Their series of monthly events includes walks, talks, and litter-pick sessions.  These are 

detailed on their website, along with lots of information about ecological and environmental topics.  Their 

webpage on trees is particularly relevant to Jill Butler’s suggestion about naming trees (see page 4).  It 

contains a list of named trees in Earley (link below). 

 

RECOMMENDED WEBSITES & READING 

https://treecharter.uk/ - Charter for Trees 

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/visiting-woods/tree-of-the-year - Tree of the Year 2017 

www.earleyenvironmentalgroup.co.uk/Trees/Trees.asp - Earley’s special trees 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/winkworth-arboretum - Winkworth Arboretum (see page 5) 

www.tverc.org/cms/news/wokingham-district-veteran-tree-association-anniversary-report - 

report on our stand at the TVERC conference (see page 7) 

www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-41551296 - current rate of tree planting (see page 3) 

Some sources used in this issue:  all web pages accessed 15-11-2017 (unless stated otherwise) 

p2 (Tree Watching): www.stampworld.com/sv/newsletter/090917-wooden-austrian-stamp/; www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/blog/2017/04/street-trees/ 

p5 (TW forum):1: www.cavattv.org/; https://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/itree; http://saveourwoods.co.uk/articles/expert-articles/using-soft-power-to-

protect-trees-christopher-neilan/; 2: www.treezilla.org/treezilla/map/ (accessed 25-07-17); www.treecouncil.org.uk/Press-News/Treezilla-The-

Monster-Map-of-Trees; www.ispotnature.org/; 3: www.treecouncil.org.uk/Take-Part/The-Tree-Charter;  

p5 (Laburnum): Stace, Clive (2005) ‘Field Flora of the British Isles’ ISBN 0 521 65315 0; Pevsner, Nikolaus (1966) “Berkshire”  ISBN 0 14 071030 2; 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laburnum 

p8 photo credit: http://maxpixel.freegreatpicture.com 

p9 (Flag): http://abcounties.com/flags/2014/01/28/berkshire-2/; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_Berkshire; 

www.flaginstitute.org/wp/flags/berkshire; 

p10 (Hawthorn): Mitchell, Alan (1974) ‘A Field Guide to the Trees of Britain and Northern Europe’ ISBN 0 00 212035 6; 

www.bbc.co.uk/nature/life/Crataegus_monogyna; hpps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crataegus; https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pome; 

www.norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk/wildlife-in-norfolk/nature-reserves/reserves/hethel-old-thorn; www.umm.edu/health/medical/altmed/herb/hawthorn; 

www.ereferencedesk.com/resources/state-flower/missouri.html: www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/discoveries/TreeSearch; 

www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/NR/rdonlyres/5F1F7B89-6ED4-466C-8AB4-27F7B7AA6F1D/0/3780Clustersform2.pdf 

p10 (Slough): www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-berkshire-40788421 

Images may be subject to copyright, so please do not reproduce any without checking first. 

The views and opinions expressed in Tree Watch are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editor 

or the official policy or position of the Wokingham District Veteran Tree Association. 

Don’t forget:  You can download a pdf version of our 10th anniversary report from our website  -  but you 

can also access an extended version of it, with links to the trees mentioned: 

wdvta.org.uk/report10.php 

Details of all trees in our database are available via the web map pages:  wdvta.org.uk/WDVTS  

    Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly, Finally, and most importantly,     

THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU  THANK YOU      to everyone who is out there recording our trees.to everyone who is out there recording our trees.to everyone who is out there recording our trees.to everyone who is out there recording our trees.    

We wouldn’t have a database without youWe wouldn’t have a database without youWe wouldn’t have a database without youWe wouldn’t have a database without you....    


